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First Baptist Church

Student Achievement Awards and Recoghnition

Celebrating Excellence in Academics, Service, Leadership, and the Arts

This program honors the graduates and college students of First Baptist Church for their
outstanding accomplishments—academic, extracurricular, and creative—as well as their
continued growth in faith, character, and service. Today, we celebrate your achievements
and give thanks for the bright future God has prepared for each of you.

Dedication

To our high school graduates, college students, and college graduates: We celebrate
your accomplishments, your perseverance, and the faith that has carried you through
each challenge and triumph. Your journey reflects discipline, courage, and the grace God
continues to pour into your life.

As you step into new seasons—whether beginning college, continuing your studies, or
entering your calling—may God’s wisdom guide you, His strength sustain you, and His
purpose shine through every decision you make. Your church family stands with you,
cheering you on as you pursue the future God has prepared.

Scripture “Commit to the Lord whatever you do, and he will establish your plans.” —
Proverbs 16:3
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Don’t Quit

When things go wrong as they sometimes will,
When the roaﬁ you're trudging seems all up hill,
When the funds are low and the debts are ﬁigh
And you want to smile, but you have to sigh,
When care is pressing you down a bit,

Rest if you must, but don't you quit.

Life is strange with its twists and turns

As every one of us sometimes learns

And many a failure comes about

When he might have won had he stuck it out;
Don't give up though the pace seems slow—
You may succeed with another blow.

Success is failure turned inside out—

The silver tint of the clouds of doubt,

And you never can tell just how close you are,

It may be near when it seems so far;

So stick to the fight when you're hardest hit—

It's when things seem worst that you must not quit.

For all the sad words of tongue or pen
The saddest are these: “Tt might have been!”

~John Greenleaf Whittier
(1807-1892)
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“T KNOW THE PLANS | HAVE FOR YOU, DECLARES THE LORD,

“PLANS TO PROSPER YOU AND NOT TO HARM YOU, PLANS TO GIVE YOU




Greetings & Welcome Message

To Our Graduates and College Students: At First Baptist Church, our mission is to inspire you to
cultivate a passion for learning and excel in your educational pursuits. We believe that heavenis a
prepared place for prepared people, and we remain committed to equipping disciples to serve Jesus
Christ according to their divine calling.

We encourage continual prayer for all our students, recognizing the importance of spiritual support and
guidance as you strive to follow the Gospel.

Graduation marks the close of one chapter and the beginning of another meaningful season. The
memories of your ceremony—crossing the stage, hearing your alma mater, and listening as your name
was announced as part of the Class of 2026—are moments you will cherish for years to come. Your
journey to this milestone has required dedication and perseverance, and First Baptist Church celebrates
your outstanding achievements. Excellent work!

To our high school graduates: You stand at a pivotal point on the path to your future. We pray that you
will make thoughtful, informed decisions as you move forward. Remain steadfast in your faith and
grounded in the teachings of Jesus Christ. Your First Baptist Church family is here to offer support,
guidance, and wise counsel as you pursue your goals. Make choices that align with your purpose so your
aspirations may be fulfilled.

To our college students: We commend you for your accomplishments thus far. Your college years are a
significant and formative time. During this season, you will deepen your knowledge, sharpen your skills,
and make important decisions about your vocation, relationships, and career. This is a valuable
opportunity for both personal and spiritual growth.

To our college and postgraduate graduates: We celebrate your determination and commend you for
your remarkable achievements. You are well-prepared to enter the workforce as responsible, productive
citizens who contribute positively to society. Congratulations on reaching this important milestone.

Rev. Dr. Charlie L. Murray Jr.,
Pastor

Sis. Barbara W. McDaniel
Editor-in-Chief, The Christian Voice Newsletter
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Congalulafions
GRADUATES

The Lord your God goes with you;

he will never leave you nor forsake you.

DEUTERONOMY 31:6 (NIV)




HIGH SCHOOL GRADUATES

ACADEMIC
ACHIEVEMENT

AWARDS,
RECOGNITION & HONORS

CONGRATULATIONS GRADUATES!



e —R b\

2026 HIGH SCHOOL GRADUA TES =4

Shamarra Gabrielle Brown

Jailah Alexandria Greene

Christian Heyward

8 Prayer Mo’ney Johnson

Adriane Kyndall Pinckney ,

Summer Alexis Walker
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Adriane Pinckney
Javarien Washington

Prayer Johnson
Summer Walker




Shamarra Brown

Shamarra Brown is a proud graduate of St. John’s
High School, where she completed her studies on May 30,
2026. She is the daughter of Ashley Champagne and Gabriel
Brown and the sister of Sha’mya Brown, Tyreek Champagne,
Gabriella Brown, Jasaun Brown, and Te’ora Evans. With a
strong foundation of faith, family, and determination,
Shamarra is celebrated for her academic excellence,
servant’s heart, and bright future ahead.

Shamarra’s journey is a beautiful testimony of dedication,
perseverance, and God-given purpose. Throughout her
academic career, she earned numerous honors and
recognitions, including a 3.9 grade point average at St. John’s
High School and a 4.0 grade point average at Trident
Technical College. Her accomplishments include “A” Honor
Roll, “A/B” Honor Roll, Honor Society, National Medal of
Honor Junior Fellowship Scholars Program, Teacher Intern,
Math Buddies, Perfect Attendance, Islander Award, Girls
Club, Islander Influence Club, and service as an
Extravaganza Volunteer. She was also awarded several
scholarships, including the Meeting Street, College of
Charleston, Auburn Merit, St. John’s High Class of 1976, and
St. John’s High Fat Hen.

Beyond her academic achievements, Shamarra shares her light, creativity, and joyful spirit through praise
dancing, baking, babysitting, and creating TikTok content.

She has faithfully used her gifts in service to her community and church as a member of the Praise Dance
Team, Sister-to-Sister, Teen Church, and the Praise Dance Advisory Board. Her willingness to serve
reflects a heart committed to uplifting others and honoring God through her talents.

As Shamarra enters this next season of life, we pray that God continues to order her steps, strengthen her
faith, and guide her toward every blessing prepared for her future. In the fall of 2026, she plans to attend
USC Upstate in Spartanburg, South Carolina, where she will major in Early Childhood Education. She
aspires to become an elementary school teacher, preferably in Berkeley or Dorchester County, and hopes
to establish a small business specializing in handmade bracelets and cosmetics.

We celebrate Shamarra’s accomplishments and look forward with great expectation to all that God will

continue to do in and through her life.
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Jailah Greene, daughter of Courtney Hezekiah

and Virgil Greene, is honored as a proud graduate of
James Island Charter High School, Class of 2026.

Throughout her years at James Island Charter High
School, Jailah demonstrated dedication,
perseverance, and a commitment to excellence in
both academics and athletics. She earned an
impressive 4.045 GPA and was recognized on both the
“A” Honor Roll and “A/B” Honor Roll. In athletics, she
distinguished herself as Player of the Year in flag
football. Her hard work and accomplishments were
further recognized through scholarships from the
Coastal Community Foundation and the Bonds Wilson
Scholarship program.

In addition to her academic and athletic
achievements, Jailah is known for her energy,
creativity, and enthusiasm. She enjoys flag football, Jailah Greene
basketball, photography, and dance, each reflecting

her well-rounded spirit and passion for growth.

Jailah’s commitment to service is evident through her active involvement in her church and
community. She participates in Teen Church, the Praise Dance Team, and Sister to Sister,
where she shares her gifts and contributes to the lives of those around her. She also works with
Kaleidoscope through the Charleston County School District.

As she begins her next chapter, Jailah plans to attend South Carolina State University in
Orangeburg, South Carolina, where she will major in Exercise Science. She aspires to pursue a
career as an athletic trainer, continuing her passion for athletics, wellness, and helping others
succeed.

With pride and celebration, we honor Jailah Greene for her accomplishments, her character,
and the bright future that lies ahead.
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| With great pride, we recognize Christian Heyward,

1 son of Kendra and James Heyward and brother of
Jada, Austin, MacKenzie, and Jaxson, as a member of

| the James Island Charter High School Class of 2026.

—————— Throughout his high school career, Christian

; distinguished himself through academic

| commitment, athletic achievement, and personal

| perseverance. He earned a 3.3 GPA, was named to
the “A/B” Honor Roll and contributed to his school
community as a football player. In track and field, he
achieved notable success by placing 2" in the 5A
Division 1 competition, earning an 8"-place medal at
the State Championship, and being named Tri-
County Champion in the triple jump. His dedication
and hard work were further acknowledged through
scholarships from Charleston Southern University
and the LIFE Scholarship program.

ﬁ ; ‘ "
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Christian Heyward

Christian’s continued interest in athletics is reflected in his dedication to track and field,
particularly the triple jump and long jump, as well as football.

In addition to his academic and athletic pursuits, Christian has remained actively involved
in his church and community as a member of Teen Church, a participant in Upward Bound
at the College of Charleston, and an employee at Harris Teeter.

Christian will continue his education at Charleston Southern University in Charleston,
South Carolina, in fall 2026, where he plans to major in Computer Science and pursue a

career as a computer engineer.

We celebrate Christian’s accomplishments and look forward to all that he will achieve in his
next chapter.
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With determination, grace, and a bright vision for
her future, Prayer Johnson celebrates the
proud achievement of graduating from James
Island Charter High School on May 27, 2026. She
is the daughter of Salimah Williams and the sister [
of Ta’Ray Taylor and Terry Taylor. 1

Throughout her high school journey, Prayer has
shown dedication, perseverance, and a strong
commitment to excellence. Her hard work is
reflected in her 3.2 GPA, as well as her
participation in the Big and Beyond Program and
the United Brothers and Sisters Association
(UBASA).

Beyond the classroom, Prayer continues to shine
through her service and involvementin her
church and community. She is an active member Prayer Johnson
of Sister-to-Sister and the Praise Dance Team,

where she shares her gifts and commitment with others.

As she steps into this exciting new chapter, Prayer looks forward to enlisting in the
military and pursuing a career as a merchant seaman.

We proudly celebrate her accomplishments and wish her continued success as she
moves forward with courage, purpose, and faith.
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Adriane Pinckney

With great pride and joy, we celebrate Adriane

Pinckney, daughter of Donna Pinckney and the
late Adrian Pinckney, and sister of Khaylin Pinckney,
on her graduation from Goose Creek High School on
June 1, 2026.

Throughout her high school career, Adriane
distinguished herself through academic excellence,
leadership, and dedication. Her accomplishments
include earning a 4.2 weighted GPA and a 3.5
unweighted GPA, maintaining A/B Honor Roll status,
and serving as a member of the National Honor
Society and Beta Club. She also served as president
of the Black Student Union for the 2025-2026 school
year and participated in the Berkeley Center for the
Arts Dance program. In recognition of her hard work
and promise, Adriane received a scholarship from
Morris College.

Outside of the classroom, Adriane enjoys dancing, baking, and spending time with friends.

She is also actively involved in her church and community, where she serves as a Children’s
Church volunteer and participates in Teen Church, the Praise Dance Team, and the Adult
Inspiration Choir.

In the fall of 2026, Adriane plans to attend Morris College in Sumter, South Carolina, where
she will major in Early Childhood Education. Her long-term goal is to open her own
childcare center.

As Adriane steps into this exciting new chapter, we proudly celebrate her many
accomplishments and look forward with great anticipation to the bright future ahead of her.
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Summer Walker, daughter of Leon and Mironda Walker, is

a proud 2026 graduate of Fort Dorchester High School. Throughout her
high school career, Summer demonstrated excellence in academics,
leadership, service, and the arts. Her commitment, character, and
school spirit have made a lasting impact on her school, church, and
community.

Summer graduated with a 4.23 GPA and was recognized on the A/B
Honor Roll. She was a member of the National Honor Society, Rho
Kappa Social Studies Honor Society, African American Student
Leadership, Mock Trial, Student Council, Fort Dorchester Dance
Program, Fort Elite Dance, and Jennie Ives Photography. Her
distinguished honors include serving as a delegate and counselor for
American Legion Auxiliary Palmetto Girls State, being selected for
Furman University’s top Mock Trial Summer Camp, and receiving the
Patriot Pride Award and the Social Butterfly senior superlative.

In recognition of her accomplishments, Summer received several
scholarships, including the Bell Tower Scholarship, the College of
Charleston Merit Scholarship, the Cutlass Scholarship, the Eagle
Promise Scholarship, the Palmetto Boys/Girls State Scholarship, and
the Twenty Pearls Foundation of Charleston Scholarship.

Summer Walker

Summer’s interests reflect her creativity, confidence, and passion for

advocacy. She enjoys mock trials, where she continues to strengthen her

public speaking, critical thinking, and leadership skills. She also enjoys dancing at school, in the community, and at church,
using movement as a meaningful form of expression. In her free time, Summer enjoys listening to music and spending time
with family and friends.

A dedicated servant leader, Summer is actively involved in her church and community. She serves through Sister-to-Sister,
Children’s Church, and Drama Ministry, and has completed more than 150 combined service hours through the National
Honor Society, where she served as vice president, and the Beta Club. She also participated in the Alpha Kappa Alpha
Sorority, Inc., Gamma Xi Omega Chapter Debutante Program and the Delta Sigma Theta Sorority, Inc., Summerville Chapter
Youth Leadership Program.

In the fall of 2026, Summer will attend the University of South Carolina in Columbia, South Carolina, where she plans to
major in political science and minor in broadcast journalism. She aspires to attend law school and pursue a career as a
congresswoman, judge, or political news reporter.

Congratulations, Summer, on this remarkable milestone. Your hard work, determination, and bright spirit have prepared you
for a future filled with promise. May your next chapter be blessed with continued success, meaningful opportunities, and the
courage to pursue every goal with purpose and passion.

Page 17 of 36



Javarien Washington is a proud 2026
graduate of James Island Charter High School,
where he celebrated this milestone on May 27,
2026. He is the son of Raynol Washington and Eric
Norris and the brother of Rayshell and Rayana
Washington.

He received honors and recognition for his
achievements, including maintaining a 3.0 GPA,
earning A/B Honor Roll distinction, completing the
| first year of a two-year apprenticeship program at
= | Cullum Construction, and completing the first year
of a two-year program at Trident Technical College.

Javarien enjoys spending time with family and
friends and helping others in the community.

Javarien Wash ingto pn I fall 2026, Javarien plans to attend Trident
Technical College in North Charleston, South
Carolina, where he will major in Aeronautical Technology and work toward becoming a
certified Aircraft Mechanic.

Congratulations, Javarien—may this milestone be the beginning of an exciting and
successful next chapter.
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2026 COLLEGE STUDENTS

1. Malik Bennett

2. Soraya Blake

3. Kaitlyn Brown

4. Layla Carry

5. Kailyn Cromwell

6. Janae Heyward

7. N’agi Johnson

8. Ryan Manigault

9. Imani Neloms

10. Joshua Richardson
11. Krista Singleton
12. Pagelyn Smalls

13. Austin Smith
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PRAYER FOR
COLLEGE STUDENTS

Dear lord
Thank you for this opportunity.
Thank you for your helping hand
through all my education. Thank you
for bringing me to this stage. | pray
that you continue to bless and keep
me through this new adventure.
Give me the wisdom and strength to
overcome new challenges. Help me
choose the best courses to enhance
my career path. Guide me to get all
the necessary information | need to
be a success here. Help me focus
on my goals and not be distracted
by anything. Thank you for an
answered prayer,

-

THE GRACEFUL CHAPTER
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STUDENT NAME

SCHOOL

ACHIEVEMENT/RECOGNITION/HONORS

Malik Bennett

Newbery College,
Newberry, SC

e Rising Junior
e Major: Business Administration
e GPA:3.0
e PhiBetaSigma
e USArmyReserve
e Awarded Soldier of the Month
e Member of MIMES
e Interest(s)/Hobbies: Running, gaming, traveling,
spending time with family
Parent(s): Marlin & Latoya Bennett

Soraya Blake

College of Charleston,
Charleston, SC

e Rising Junior

e Major: Elementary Education

e GPA:35

e Interest(s)/Hobbies: Dancing, shopping
Parent(s): Dominique & Ronald Ladson

Kaitlyn Brown

Trident Technical College

e Rising Junior

e Major: Early Childhood Education

e GPA:35

e Member of YWA (feeding the homeless, nursing
homes, mission projects)

e Interest(s)/Hobbies: Hanging out with family &
friends

Parent(s): Kenneth & Tamishia Brown

Layla Carry

South Carolina State
University,
Orangeburg, SC

e Rising Senior

e Major: Social Work
e GPA:3.8

e President’s List

e Honor Society

e ArmyROTC
Parent(s): Sharon Carry

Kailyn Cromwell

University of South Carolina,
Columbia, SC

e Rising Sophomore

e Major: Biological Sciences

e GPA:3.1

e HonorRoll

e Awarded $5,000 Palmetto Life Scholarship

e Summer Shadowing at Dr. Hehr Oral and
Maxillofacial Surgery Dental Practice

U’

Page 22 of 36



Donated blood in the Annual Carolina vs
Clemson Blood Drive race
Interests/Hobbies: Volunteering, cooking,
singing, and hanging out with friends

Parent(s): Wallace & Dr. LaShawn Cromwell

Janae’ Heyward

Claflin University,
Orangeburg, SC

Rising Senior

Major: Psychology

GPA: 3.87

President’s List

Dean’s List

Honor Roll

Active duty: US Army

Soldier of the Month Award
OCS Candidate

Funeral Honors
Interests/Hobbies: Working out, listening to
music, cooking, and traveling

Parent(s): Rev. Maurice & First Lady Doreen Heyward

N’agi Johnson

University of South Carolina,
Columbia, SC

Rising Sophomore

Major: Mathematics

GPA: 3.5

Dean’s List

Interests/Hobbies: Playing video games and
walking

Parent(s): Rendetta Murray-Barnwell & Alan Barnwell

Jr.
Ryan Manigault Wofford College, e Rising Senior
Spartanburg, SC e Major: Intercultural Studies, Government
e Minor: African American Studies
e GPA:3.2
e Mock Trial participant
e Orientation Staff Leadership Team
e Chapter President
e Member of Wofford Men of Color - Secretary
e Parent(s): Deacon Stacey & Deaconess Victoria
Manigault
Imani Neloms University of South Carolina e Rising Sophomore
Upstate, e Major: Nursing
Spartanburg, SC e GPA:3.3
e Dean’s List
e Member of USC Gospel Choir

Interests/Hobbies: Volunteering

Parent(s): Rasheem & Amy Neloms
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Joshua Richardson South Carolina State e Rising Sophomore
University, e Major: Studio Art - Painting/Drawing
Orangeburg, SC e GPA:34
e HonorRoll
e Served as a member of Enveux Modeling Troupe
and was crowned Mr. Enveux over Claflin and
SCSU for the 2026-2027 school year
e One of nine students selected from HBCUs
nationwide to have artwork displayed in the
Kennard Kennedy HBCU Showcase at the
Gibbes Art Museum of Charleston, and offered a
paid internship
e Interests/Hobbies: Various forms of art:
painting, graphic design, fashion styling, etc.
Parent(s): Keith & Arlean Richardson

Krista Singleton University of South Carolina e Rising Senior
Upstate, e Major: Nursing
Spartanburg, SC e GPA:35
e Dean’s List
e Serves as a large-scale programming director

for the campus activities board

e Membership director for IMPACT

e Inducted into the first chapter of USC Upstate
Collegiate 100

e Mentorship program senior vice president for
Collegiate 100

e Vice president of Green Surge Dance Group

e Serves on the Big Green Team as a mentor for
first-year and transfer students

e Volunteered at an after-school program for
students in Spartanburg

e Interest(s)/Hobbies: Volunteering, adventures,
reading, and shopping

Parents: Toni & Christopher Singleton

Pagelyn Smalls University of South Carolina e Rising Junior
Honors College, e Major: Political Science and African American
Columbia, SC Studies
e GPA:3.9

e President’s List

e Dean’s List

e Ambassador for the McCausland College of Arts
and Sciences

e Office Support Staff for the SC School
Improvement Council

e Research assistant in the Department of
Political Science

Page 24 of 36



e Intern twice with the Children’s Defense Fund
Metanoia Freedom School site

e Team Leader for YoungLife downtown
Columbia, USC campus

e Member of the National Black Law Student
Association

e Member of Phi Alpha Delta Legal Fraternity

e Interests/Hobbies: Fitness, reading, community
service, and hanging with family and friends

Parent(s): Sherry & Nathaniel Smalls

Austin Smith Furman University, e Rising Sophomore
Greenville, SC e Major: Health Science

e GPA:34

e Dean’s List

e Earned a “Visualizing” Data badge from the
Federal Reserve Bank of St. Louis

e Earned a “Using Data Ethically” badge from the
Federal Reserve Bank of St. Louis

e Student League of Black Culture Treasurer

e Member of the NAACP

e Club basketball member

e Interests/Hobbies: Basketball and African

American History
Parent(s): Clarence & Hope Smith
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e Erick Bennett

¢ Myracle Gaillard
¢ Janiya Heyward /
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2026 COLLEGE GRADUATES
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With grateful hearts and great joy, we celebrate

Erick Bennett, son of Marlin and Latoya

Bennett and brother of Malik, Zion, and Julia Bennett,
on the blessed occasion of his graduation from
Savannah State University on December 12, 2025,
where he earned a Bachelor of Science degree in Civil
Engineering.

Through faith, perseverance, and dedication, Erick has
demonstrated a spirit of excellence throughout his
academic journey. He graduated cum laude with a 3.5
GPA. He was honored through his recognition on the
Dean’s List, his membership in the National Society of
Black Engineers, and his selection as an AT&T Rising
Future Maker.

Erick Bennett

Beyond his academic and professional accomplishments, Erick enjoys traveling and
spending meaningful time with his family.

He currently serves as an engineer with the City of Charleston, where he continues to walk
boldly into the next chapter of his career with purpose, promise, and determination.

Erick remains active in his church and community as a dedicated member of the MIMES
Ministry, using his gifts and presence to serve others.

Today, we honor Erick for this outstanding accomplishment and give thanks for all that
God has done in his life. May the Lord continue to order his steps, bless his future
endeavors, and use his life as a testimony of faith, hard work, and excellence.
Congratulations, Erick!
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With great pride and joy, we celebrate Myracle

Gaillard, daughter of Natasha Gaillard and sister
of Mycah Gaillard, who graduated from Newberry
College on May 2, 2026, with a Bachelor of Arts
degree in Psychology and a minor in African American
Studies.

Myracle’s college journey has been marked by
dedication, excellence, and meaningful leadership.
She earned an impressive 3.8 GPA, was recognized on
the Dean’s List, and also made history as the first
student to complete the African American Studies
minor. Her commitment to service and campus life
shone through her leadership as president of the
African American Studies Club, her participation in Myracle Gaillard
the Scarlet Spirit Marching Band, her involvement

with the Newberry County NAACP, and her volunteer work with Love Thy Neighbor.

Beyond her academic and leadership accomplishments, Myracle brings creativity and joy
to all she does. In her free time, she enjoys cooking, baking, reading, and drawing.

As she completes her internship with the Charleston County Library, Myracle looks ahead
with excitement to traveling, entering the workforce, and pursuing graduate studies in the
future.

We proudly celebrate her achievements and look forward to all the wonderful things
ahead.
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Janiya Heyward

Janiya Heyward, daughter of Rev. Maurice
and First Lady Doreen Heyward and sister of Janae
and JaVon Heyward, graduated from Winthrop
University on May 9, 2026, earning a Bachelor of
Arts degree in History.

Throughout her time at Winthrop, Janiya
distinguished herself through academic excellence,
leadership, service, and campus involvement. She
graduated cum laude with a 3.5 GPA and earned
several honors and recognitions, including Dean’s
List distinction, honor cords, membership in
Gamma Beta Phi National Honor Society, and
participation in the Winthrop Honors College. She
was also actively involved with the NAACP,
Collegiate Curls, Winthrop Ambassadors, and the
Winthrop University Honors Association, where she
served as Events Coordinator for 2025-2026. In
recognition of her service, she received the Helping
Hands Award from Winthrop Ambassadors.

Janiya also gave back to the community through volunteer work with Safe Passage’s
Shelter and by helping assemble kits for children at St. Jude Hospital.

As she begins the next chapter of her journey, Janiya plans to enter the workforce and
pursue graduate studies toward a master’s degree in public history. Congratulations,
Janiya, on this outstanding achievement. May your future be filled with continued
success, purpose, and blessings as you follow your dreams and make a meaningful

impact in the world.
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Congratulations to Imani Richardson,

daughter of Ekima Richardson, on graduating from
South Carolina State University on May 8, 2026, with
a Bachelor of Arts degree in Speech Pathology and
Audiology.

Imani’s hard work, dedication, and excellence were
recognized through numerous honors and
achievements, including graduating cum laude with
a 3.7 GPA, earning honor cords, being named to the
Dean’s List, receiving recognition through Sigma
Alpha Eta Honor Society, and receiving the Balance
and Brilliance Award and a Superlative Award. She
was also an active member of the Alpha Xi Chapter
of Delta Sigma Theta Sorority, Inc. and served as
Lead CAin Residential Life.

Imani Richardson

Beyond the classroom, Imani enjoys traveling and exploring new cultures, reading

motivational and educational books, participating in community outreach and wellness

programs, and helping children build communication and social skills.

As she continues taking summer classes and prepares to enter graduate school this fall,

we celebrate Imani’s accomplishments and wish her continued success, growth, and

blessings in this exciting next chapter. Congratulations, Imani—we are so proud of you!
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Briana Roper, daughter of Demetria and Troy
Roper Sr. and sister of Brielle, Khalil, and Troy Jr.,
proudly graduated from South Carolina State
University on May 8, 2026, earning a Bachelor of
Science degree in Early Childhood Education.

Throughout her academic journey, Briana
demonstrated excellence, dedication, and school
spirit. She graduated cum laude with a 3.462 GPA
and received honor cords in recognition of her
achievements. Her accomplishments include being
named to the Dean’s List and Honor Roll, earning
Presidential Scholar recognition five times, and
actively participating as a member of the South

| Carolina State University cheerleading team, the
National Council of Negro Women, the South
Carolina Education Association, the NAACP, the
Palmetto State Teachers Association, and
Dedicated Outstanding Ladies Living Strong.

In her free time, Briana enjoys painting, coloring, spending time with family and friends,
reading her Bible, and enjoying the outdoors.

As Briana begins this exciting new chapter, she looks forward to entering the workforce
and making a positive impact on others’ lives. We celebrate her accomplishments and
pray for God’s continued blessings on her future. Congratulations, Briana—we wish you
continued success, joy, and favor in all that you do.
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Tiana Ramsey-Gathers

Tiana Ramsey-Gathers, daughter of Aaron Burnham and Takeya Ramsey-Burnham and

sister of Toland Gathers, Aaron Burnham Jr., and Amir Burnham, proudly graduated from North Carolina
Central University with a Master of Social Work degree on May 8, 2026.

Throughout her academic journey, Tiana demonstrated excellence, dedication, and perseverance. She
earned distinguished honors and recognition for her achievements, including a 4.0 GPA, Summa Cum
Laude distinction, honor cords, and placement on the President’s List.

Tiana will continue her professional journey by completing the clinical hours required to obtain licensure.
She plans to become a Licensed Clinical Social Worker, specializing in serving at-risk adolescents.

We celebrate Tiana’s accomplishments and give thanks for the gifts, strength, and purpose God has
placed within her. May the Lord continue to order her steps, bless the work of her hands, and use her
compassion and calling to make a meaningful difference in the lives of others.

Page 35 of 36



-

.- — 3

T TS T OO L B £ 0.5 4 i ) S d AR




